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— Deſpiſe ye the Church of God? 1 COR II. 22. 


” 
» 
* 


a debent Sacramenta Cætu Eccleſie, non alibi; 0 
do ſeilicet Congregat a eſt tota Eccleſia, vel illius pars magna, non 
; extra Cearum Eceleſte,. Bucan. In + Theo. GOfe + SE +2 
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ON: Printed for R. Wilkin, at the King's 
4.461% IN rch-Vard, 1709. 


Hen our bleſſed Lord in his Infancy was firſt brought to the 
Temple, it is ſaid, they brought him thither to preſent 
him tothe Lord, Luke 2, 22. Where we may obſerve 

the way, that this one place of Scripture, duly confidered, would be 
 fufficient to perſwade all Chriſtian Parents to have their Children 
Baptiz d, not in their own, but in God's Houſe, that they may be there 
. preſented to the Lord, as Chriſt was, and ſo receive his Bleſſing, ac- 

cording:to the Prayers, which are there made for: them in God's own 

Houſe, in his Houſe of Prayer, where he himfelf has promisd to 
meet with them, and to bleſs them. Exod. 20. 24- Biſhop Beveridge 
of the Neceſſity.and Advantage of Publick Prayer. Page 12. 


Reverend Brethren, i nd | 
O ſet out your Sacred Charatter in its brighteſt Colours, und 
to ſhem to the World the Dignity, - Excellency, and invalu- 
. » able Worth of. your Holy Order, will. require a better Pen, _ 
ben mine: Beſides, there is no ſuch preſſing Neceſſity at 7 
preſent, having been lately done by that great Maſter of Learning, und 7 
Pattern of Piety, the truly profound Dr Hickes in his Two excellent Diſ- 
courſes on that Subjett. e eie | 50 vir 2 1217 on 
But the reaſon of my preſent addreſſing you, my Brethren in the Lord, 3 
is this, wiz. The Laity (generally ſpeaking, for God forbid, I ſhould A 
include all) are daily (growing on the Clergy, and in this profane and pro- 
= fligate Age, (when Deiſts, Socinians, and all manner of Enemies to 
our Holy Religion, find too great encouragement from=——) It is accounted 
Wit and Gallantry totrick and bully the Parſon. Since tis ſo (and ſoit 
is) it is of abſotute Neceſſity, and inevitable duty of the whole Clergy to 
ſtand npon their Guard, and not to ſubmit to any ſneaking and unbecom- 
ing practices, for ſuch do not become the Miniſters of the moſt High; All 
the Ways and Methods (for they are many, too many God knows) of tir- ; 
cumventing the Clergy, I ſhall not mention at this time, for it wou d re- «i 
= quireaÞolume todo it as it ought to be done; another opportunity may pr—— 
ſent; Tyſhall only atpreſent expoſe that vile and ſordid practice of mating 
the Clergy their Lackeys and Slaves, and obliging them to dance after ther 
Pipes; to ſpeak plainly, I mean that ill Cuſtome of Baprizins their Chili. 
ndren at 8 with the Public Form, and without the Caſe of Neceſſity. > 7 
It is a very unſeemly ſight to fee Clergy-Men, like Ticket-Porters, un- 1 
= ning about from Houſe ro Houſe, only to gratify an unreaſonable fort of. -.: 
Aten, But from the Beginning it was not 6. . een "+ 4-0 
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bor Infant Bap- 

„ 

: with them to be Baptiz'd whilſt they are alive, leſt when they are dead, 
« there. be nothing to be don 
& where were large Fonts or. Bay Wh : 

« ſong-might be 2 ipto the Water. And it has ſince hee decreed in a Ge- 

Can. 59. An- vera Council in Trullo, that Baptiſms ſpall not be in private Chap- 

no Chrili,. © pels (much leſs in Houſes) but in the Public Church. a 

eis to be obſerved, that this Council totally excluded Houſe- Baptiſm, 

*Þ and was fo ſtrict, that they mould not ſuffer Baptiſm to be ſolemniz'd even 

A in private Chappels. © Then the Celebrated Author goes on, 5 


1 


Z This was ſo generally obſerved from the time that Churches were 
1 ce -pxilt, till ef late Days, that we read of many Kings Sons, and Kings 
=. e themfel ves, converted to the Chriſtian Faith, that received their Bap- 
3 & tiſm in the Church. Mhercas, now-a-days, Perſons of much lower 


< Rank take the ſtate upon them to expect it to be brought home to their 
$5, Children, tho they are well. And there they put a great C ontempt upon 
| © of by. making it a formal Crremony; ſubſervient. to their Belly:zchear, 
E 5 pi a Drinking-Feaſt ʒ little regard being given to the Holy Sacra- 
5 tent, or Prayers uſed chereate::: © 5 ts Ind . 
In Caſes of urgent Extremity, the Antients did indeed Baptixe any 
See zd Part,“ where in the Houſe, in the Bed, QC. rather than the Party ſhould die 
Chap. Sr wit haut it. —— But they never did ſo but in ſach Caſ es.. 
ee a, ©, The Church of England allows of Baptiſm by a Miniſter in private 
6 ri ſn. Babb “ Houſes. 2 Caſes of Neceſſity; but 8 poſitive order that it be Not 
3 e uſed. except in Caſe of Danger of the Child's Death; and that ſuch 
A Child, if it live, be brought to the Church, and his Baptiſm, declar'd 
| << there. . And ſome Biſhops and Curates of the ſaid Church, do ſhew 
% zeal. to have this Order, which has of late been much neglected, put 
N Again in due execution. But others of them ſeem more indifferent about 
< it: And in moſt places it's found a difficult thing to overcome that lazy 
s and irreverent Cuſtom, which took ſuch deep footing among the People 
Pag. 132. »in the late diſorderly times. Then the Reverend Author relates, hom an- 
=. < gry the Presbyterians, in Queen Elizabeth's time were againſt the 
; 80 Church for allowing Private- Baptiſm; and Cartwright, their Cori- 
8 ce Arch | 3 1 5 e 6 h Pl, | 54 5 
ier Whit" Phæus, furiouſly attach d our Church; w oſe Pleas were anſwer'd by 
Site“ Defence“ that Great Man, Archbiſhop Whitgift; and yet hom ſtrangely have 
of Auſwer tod theſe Men ſence ran counter into the other Extream ? hen they came 


the . have the ordering of Matters in the Church, they (tho contrary to 
7, - . Ic 


K 
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— 


.. 2. Cn. 1.“ his matter far more, than ever the Church of England had done. 


09. Reverend, Induſtrion and very Learned Ar Wall ſpeaking of 
wx Part Cap. St. Auſtin, bas theſe Morus -<© There was no fach Cuſtom then uſed, as 
e Private Baptiſm of Children in Houſes, except in Caſes of the greateſt 
« Extremity; and that even ſick Children were carried to the Church, if 
© it were poſſible, For tis of ſuch that be ſays, Men do haſten and run 


,"&c. It wat to the Church that they ran, 
; = = * 8 7 ? ; 
preſterics, in which Infants and grown Per- 


Ch. 345, item, the Rules of their own Directory) gratiſied the Humour of the People in 
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: | © Woman of bis Pariſh have a Mind to have their Child, though in ne- 
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| & At preſet, they and their People make this Houſe- Baptiſm the moſt 
- — of Adminiftring = Sacrument, 1 er Sick ng N 
| ©© well: and in London (that is true to my Knowledge, of which I could 
give a peculiar Narrative, how a Reverend Dr. now Rector of a Church 
rear one of the City Gates, was threatu d upon his refuſal, and a certain | 
= Clergyman preſum'd to Baptize the Child at Hime, tho expreſly againſt 0 
= his Order) and other Places where any of them are, a Clergyman of the 
Church of England cannot, if be would, bring his People to the 
„ forelaid Order of the Church; becauſe, if any humerſome Man or 
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ver ſo good Health, Baptiz'd in the Houſe, and he deny them, the . = 
next thing is, they in a pet ſend for One af theſe Men, who are alas 
ready to do it. 1 „ „ a WS _— 
here are no Orders of the Church that do come in proceſs of time 
& to be more groſly and univerſally abuſed, than thoſe that begin firſt 
ce to be diſpenſed with for the State and Character of the Perſons 
„ concerned in them. This was firſt granted as a Priviledge of Kings, 
or Kings Sons, as appears by the Decretals of Clement the Fifth; and 
y the Council of Cologn, where it is Ordained, that none but th 
* ſhould be Baptiz'd at Home. Afterwards it came, I ſuppoſe, to be 
allowed to Noblemen, and fo to other Rich Men. And as every Body 


0 


R 6 


ets the Name and State of Gentility, they think themſelves hardly 
© dealt with, if they be accounted in this matter inferior to ſuch or ſuch 


2 


of their Neighbours. 5 
his, and many other Inſtauces of like nature that might be given, 
ce ſhould teach the Clergy to take care, how they make any beginning of 
5 breaking that Rule of Scripture given by St. James, againſt any reſpect Cap. 2. 12 24 
= © of Perſons to be ſhewn in Church-Matters ; for if you once begin, theres: 
7 © noſtop to be made afterwards. Therefore the Synod ＋ Aix determined, Boch. Decre. 
i © that no Curate or other Prieſt ſhould, under pain of 


_—_ 


| Excommunication, Eccl. Gall. de 
« go to any Houſe, not even of a Nobleman, to admmiſter Baptiſm, ex- Baptiſmo Cap. 
© cept in caſe of Neceſſity ;, and that no Caſe ſhould be taken to be of ne- 17* 
© ceſſity, but when the Child's Life is in danger. Thus far that Learned © 
Author. 1 „ Y 35 5 
This is a ſuccinct Hiſtory of the Riſe and Progreſs of Honufe-Baptiſm- 
and *tis time I think to reduce it to its Primitive Practice. What the 
Presbyterians do in Norch-Britainy we are lately inform'd by aCclebrated 
Writer ;, they carry the point too high, and though the Child's a dying, Reheacſal, 4 
will not Baptixe it till their long winded Jargon of a Sermon is ended. Vol. N. 1988 
But in our late Days of Confuſion, there was a ſort of neceſſity for "if 
Houſe- Baptiſm, when the Separatiſts were gotten in to the Saddle; they © 
firſt made a Martyr of their pious Sovereign, and then took poſſeſſion of his 
Crown and Kingdom; the C lergy in thoſe Days were in a manner obliged. 
| to 


9 


een Homes for they told not get liberty to do it at Chitrch 
as in now in Scotland; and the general prattice of the Primitive Fa- 
' hers do affirms, that Men not Epiſcopally Ordained, had nv Reaſon or 
Scripture to nuthorixe them to confer Chriſtian Baptiſm. © cle. 
That ſad Confuſion deſtroyed the Diſcipline of our Church, and, T be- 
lieve, Houſe Baptiſm (for the main) owes its Original in this Land 
(chiefly) to thoſe Days of Confuſion. S 9 OO NS” 
171, Tconfeſs, mo eaſy Tust to ſtem the tide of that ill practice in Bap- 
tizing at Home; yet, if Men would conſider that that Pratt ice has no 
Foundation in Senſe or Religion, that difficulty would be ſurmountable. / 
=, * The Churches of the Popiſh and Re formed Perſwaſion; nay, the whole Greek 
| . f Church at preſent; and thoſe of Calvins Platform in and about Lon- 
gen Greek don, do bring their Children to be Baptized in their reſpective Congre- 
L-Chur-b. C. 7. gations ; nay, more than that, ſome of the Presbyterian and Indepen- 


= -dant Scheme bring their Children to Conventicles. And is it not aburn- 
Ang Shame, that the Members of the moſt Pure Church, now upon Earth, 


= "ſhould ſo groſiy neglett that reaſonable Service: I am convinc' d, that if 
Alen would lay by their Pride, and put ov Humility, they would throw off 
that ſordid Practice, and return to that of the Antient Church, © 

nom but of one way to put things in the right Channel, and that 

ig an Att of Convocation, confirmed by another of Queen and Parlia- 
ment, with a ſevere Mulct affixed to it, and to be inflifted upon the 
Offenders ;, which Penalty ſhould be for the benefit of the Poor: Such 

an Act would do Wonders, and effectually break the neck of this very 

#ll Cuſtom. An Att that ſo ſenſibly touches the Pocket would bring 

Men to Sehſe and Reaſon in this Point; and ſuch an Act we want and 

'wiſh for, to reſtore the Diſcipline of our Church, but can we hoye (in 
\ rheſe Dregs of Time) when Schiſm is ſo rampart for an Act, or any 
Act indeed, which would be to the advantage of the Church? Better 
Times God in his Infinite Mercy fend, that our Church, as it has been, 

may be again the Glory of the World. „ 

Some People are in a great fear (where there is none) of being Prieſt- 

ridden : But. I am ſure, the true fear of being ridden comes from the 

other Quarter; and if the Laity, can by their Inſinuations, and aſſi- 

auons Sollicitations, prevail with any of us to put the Golden Bit into 
our Mouths, they llride us, when and whereſoever they pleafe. 8 


Felix, quem faciunt aliena Pericula cautum. 
= oy wh In the Repreſentation of the Lower Houſe of Convocation to the 
il... 2 s in Opper, among other things, The Encroachments made on the Clergy, 
o. 1705. in the point of Private-Baptiſm were mentioned; But the Upper- Houſe 
: e 


K 
TW * 


not 
* 


ver (at I nem ef] took it into Conſideration. Aud ſenre no Rue 
ca be fron! that Houſe, and ſince that pious Motion of the Lower 
224, fruſtrated , 1 think, with ſubmiſſion, we ought to do our ſelves 
= Fuſtice, and maintain our Dignity, and not * . our Office, by 
| Sneaking, Cringing, and Fawning, to thoſe, who are but too willing to 
MMount and Ride us : We read in the New Teſtament; that we are | 
"Mt Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, not of. ( but for) Men; and Ambaſſadors, We 1 Cor. 5. 20551 
, Ei#now, are not to be rudely treated; ſo to do is an Offence to their | 
Principals: How great 4 Sin is it then for Men to revile Chriſt in his 
Ainiſters! for he that. receiveth you receiverh me; and he that re- I 
jecteth you rejecteth me, ſays the Holy Feſus. Words that ought to 199-13e 20. 
nate the deepeſt impreſſion ;,. and would to God, it may appear by the 8 
Lives and. Actions of the Laity; then we ſhould have another Scene 
ef Affairs; and the Clergy would receive a more Chriſtian Treats 
ment from them: Such a bleſſed State I can only wiſh and pray 


J | for. 


3 * L 
= » 41 


Before I draw to a Concluſion of this long Preface, I ought to let 
en knom, that I am not the Firſt that have Attacked this vile 
Cuſtom in a ſet Diſcourſe ;, for Mr Arwaker in his Miniſtration of* 


Publick Baptiſm has ſhewed great Learning and Reading; This Pam- 
, Wphlet was Printed for Edward Pool, in the Tear 1687. Some Tears 
aſter Ar Strong. Publiſhed his Tract with this Title, viz. The Unde- 
, "Ecency and Unlawfulneſs of Baptizing Children in Private without 
Neceſſity, and with the Publick Form. Printed for Thomas Bennet 
in St. Paul's Church Yard; 1692. *Tis plain and cogent, and very» 


— 2 N.. 1 


rational; and both which I recommend to the peruſal of my Brethren, 


the Clergy. | | 

= CAfﬀer I had finiſhed the enſuing Dialogue, I once more took 4 
Superficial View of both thoſe very good Tracts; I am not ſo ſilly. as 
ro think, that I ſhall come up to the Learning of thoſe, or to be equal 
with them; I thought another way of treating on that Subject might 
tate better, and be more diverting; for what takes with ſome ſort 
%, Readers, diſobliges another : And according to that. Axiom, viz. 
Vis Unita fortior, my Deſign was to add what Strength and Argu- 
ment I could, that they and I my ſelf may be ſuch happy Inſtruments * 
= as to eradicate that very ill Cuſtom of Baptizing Privately with the Pub- 
lick Form. 3 FF 
1 do acknowledge, that I have taken a Citation or Two out of them; 
and had I time, it would be worth my while to give an extract of both 
bhoſe excellent Pamphlets; for J am afraid they are out of Print, and 
hard to meet with: But I ſhall proceed ne ſarther at preſent, but only ©” 


3 
8 
82 


A add my Prayers to the moſt High, that he'll be graciouſly pleaſed- _. YM 
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8 Peruerſe and Crooked Generation, I 


die down the Bleſſings of the Holy Spirit upon the Head 
Same Order, chat theymay br birning and li ee Lights 
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Hither fo faſt my dear Friend, your Aſ- 
pect ſhews, that you are upon buſineſs 
of Importance; will you be. ſo kind 
as to ſatisfie my Curioſity? ?: 
6 | 0 Diſſenter. Sir I can deny you no- 
thing; and your former Favours to me have been ſo many, that I 
X ſhould count it horrid lngratitude not to gratifie you in your Requeſt ; 
and to be ſhort, and not to keep you on the Tenter, I am going to a 
A | Chriſtning. EX | {325,41 HF ee, 3 
C65. What, at this time o'th, Day, I thought the Hour of Prayer 
had been over? 2 N 
= Dif. I could not have ſuppoſed you to be ſo ignorant of a known 
Practice; I thought every one had fell intg the account, that Chil- 
uren are frequently Chriſined at Home. *\ 5 
Ch. Yes, in cale of Ilinefs and danger of Death, and not in any 
other Caſe whatſoever. 1 EDO 32024 11-200 
= Dif. What do you mean by that, my Friend; I beg of you to 
prove your Aſſertion; and if you do, it may be of vaſt conſequence. 
to others. Ds Br © 36-4 
Ch. That's no hard Province, that you have put on me, I'll aſſure 
vou; and to ſhew my readineſs to aft you. in all Chriſtian Offices, 
u immediately fer upon that Buſineſs; the means of proving I have 
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| Rub. of Pri- 
Wy eate-Bapriſm. 


one in its own Order. Firſt, that Baptiſm is not to be deferred lon- 
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"Dif. What's that, in the Name of Goodneſs, that has ſuch an ad- 
mirable Faculr N — 1 — 


a ep you longer in ſuſpence, 'tis the Liturgy of our 


Church. And you muſt know, that is confirmed every tittle of it 
by Act of Parliament; for you Gentlemen are mighty Men for Sta- 


- 


| tutes and Laws. 


0 


Diſſ. For that ve y Reaſon, and that only, I ſhall patiently hear 


what your Book ſays; for to ſpeak freely, I ne'r look into it; for you 


muſt know,-our Preacher has had fo many Strokes at it, calling it 
Porridge, Maſs, and dull Forms; and ſuch a repreſentation of it has 


he given to us, that to tell you the Truth, 1 never had the courage 


togive it a Reading. 


Ch. That s Popery all over. in  Proteſianc Dreſa z and what ac- 
count ſuch Preachers, or rather Deluders, can give to the fupream 


Judge of ſuch vile Actions, and foul Slanders, I cannot tell; and how 
they can anſwer the drawing off poor ignorant People from our Com- 
munion- ro their ſenſleſs Schemes of Church Government is as hard 
to depermine The Lord in mercy open their Eyes, and their Ned 
Hearts, that they may ſee from whenee they are fallen; v:z from a 
pure Church ſetled upon Chriſt and his Apottles, to an unaccountable 
and ungrounded Schitm and ſinful ſeparation. | 


- 


tand aud fall; bur to the Book you were fpeaking of 
b. This, Sir; is at your ſervice; and let me oblige you to give 
it an unprejudic d fair, and diligent reading | 
Die Ow my Word depend, and when I have time and leaſure I'll 
toꝰt im earneſt ; bur in the mean while ro our point in Hand. 3 
Ch. have it under my Thumb, Tis chus, The Curates of eve- 
& ry Pariſn ſhall ofren àdmoniſſi the People, that they defer not the 
% Baptiſm of their Children longer than the Firit or Second Sunday 
4 next afcen their Birth, or other Holiday: falling between, unleſs up- 
on a great and reaſonable cauſe, to be approv'd by the Curate: 
% and allo they ſhall warn them, that without like great Cauſe and 
S: Neceffity, they procure not their Children to be Baptiz d at Home 
in their Houſes ; but when need ſhall compel them ſo to do. 
Diff. l have many things to object againſt this Rubrick, but every 


ger than the Firſt or Second Sunday next after the Birth, or other Ho- 


bday faling berween. This ſeems to be hard, and 1 always thought, | 


that I could have my Child Baptiz d when and where pleaſed. Bur 


wa E pray, on Sundays or Holidays, and not on any other Days? 


: 


and that at every Baptiſm every one might have a Monitor to put him 


in mind of his Vow, when he was dedicated to God, and made a. 1 


Member 


* 


1 
* 


Becauſe. on ſuch Days there is a greater confluence of People, 


. ; 
Oy 44 ex ah aw. a ae as a 


b 


Member of Chrift, and an Inheritor - of the Kinpdomiof Heaven e bur 
& 1'befeech you to give me leave o'read the R wy 
riſm; The People are to be admeniſhed, that tis moſt-convenient; Tublick B. 
chat Baptiſm ſhould norbe Adminiſtred but upon Sundays and other ad. 
„Holidays, when the moſt Number of People come together, as 
„ cell, for that the Congregation there prefent may teſtiſe the re: 
( ceiving of them chat be newly Baptiz'd into the Number of Chriſtss 
* Church; as alſo, becauſe in the Baptiſm of Infants, every Mann 

„ preſent may be put in remembrance of his own Profeffion, made co 
God inthis Baptiſm. —— But the Rubrick in the Oſſice of the Form Rubsick of © 


14 PROD by Antient Writers, that the Sacrament of - Baptiſm in the 
= <c- | 
= © Year, at Eaſter and Whitſuntide : at which times it was openly 


„ now being grown out of uſe, (although it cannot for many Confi- 
„ derations be well reſtored again) it is thought. good to follow the 
1 c. ſame As near as conveniently it may be. 3 Lein me os ESO” 
X Dif. Why truly 1 am convinced of the reafonableneſs-of what we 
are upon, vzz. that Children are to be bapei d in a full Congrega- 


FE 0h... AE 


4 People may be put in mind of their own baptiſmal Vows. -All this 
is very well and edifying ; but that part of the Rubrick in K. Charles 


1 ſeems ſtrange to me, that Baptiſm ſhould be uſed but twice Vearly. 
3 'Whar became of thok that died in thoſe Intervals 5 were they of thole 


Condition? 
am now come to ſnew the practice df thoſe Golden Ages as to Publick 


_'< alike, and Perſons were baptiz d as opportunity and occaſion Rr, 
but the Difcipline of the Church being a little ſetled, it begin to 


© 'Eafter and Whicſntide. At Yuan pe a 
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ck for Publick Bap- Kubrick of | 


of Baprifm, in the Reign of the Royal Martyr, begins thus; “ At ap- Charles J. 
d time was not commonly Miniſtred but at Two times in the 


« Miniſtred in the preſence of all the Congregation; which Cuftom 


tion, and your Book gives an admirable reaſonifor-it, vi. that all the 
the I. his time is ſomewhat obſcure; be ſo kind as to explain it ; for it 


Antient times ſo cruel as not to baptize thoſe that were in a dying 


Ch. Your way of talk betrays your ignorance of the Antient Go- 
vernment of Chriſt's Church; thoſe that were in perilof Death, were 
enroll'd into the Church by Baptiſm at any time of the Vear. But l 


* 


Di. Good Sir proceed, and 1. ſhall be very attentive to what you 
IE: 5 | 

Ch. The Learned Dr. Cave in his Primitive Chriſtianity, will eaſily 1 Par? Cap. ce 
ſatisſre you in this point; I ſhall not trouble you with the Quotations F. 396 
of the Fathers in their Language, but for- my own eaſe and yours, I 
ſhall give ir you in that pious Author's Words: ** The time (ſays he) 
when Baptiſm was wont to be Adminiſtered, and cecaon tr, | 


7 


„be reſtrained to Two ſolemn and ftared times of the Vear, viz. Tert. 26 Ba 
ſt 
» * an d a | 
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$5 * «of the Chriſtian Life, repreſented and ſhadowed out in Baptiſm, 
; oh prefa. « to which, the Parties to be Baptiz'd were to prepare themſelves. by 


; _ <« a ſtrict obſervation of Leut, diſpoſing and fitting themſelves for Bap- 


— 


5. C. 221 * xells us) which was the reaſon, why many amongſt them died 
1 0 Unbaptiz d; but this was an uſage peculiar to them alone. The 


Jn Can. 4 e Antient Cuſtom of the Church (as Zonaras tells us) was for Per- 


5 d. “ ſons to be Baptiz d, eſpecially upon the Saturday before Eaſter-day; 


e the reaſon whereot was, that this being the Great and Holy Sab- 


1 bach, and the mid time between the Day whereon Chriſt wWwas Bu- 


e, with the Myſtery of Baptiſm, as tis the Type and Repreſentation 

- *©< both of our Lord's Burial and Reſurrection. At Mhhitſuntide, in 

| * memory of the Holy Ghoſt's being ſhed upon the Apoſtles, the ſame 
© being in ſome meaſure repreſented and conveyed in Baptiſm. When 


« -frictly mean it of the preciſe Days of Eaſt er and Whitſuntide, bur 
*- alſo of the whole intermediate ſpace. of Fifty Days that is betwixt 
Kizhbdn e n 5: hp Pl TB. 5 


Ages to Baptize in danger of Death at any Time or Place? Fe 
Ch. I told you before that it was, and I ſee that you are loth to 
take my Word for it; well then, to inform your Judgment, with 
the leave of that great Doctor Who is {till among the Living, I ſhall 
reſume the Thread of Diſcourſe concerning Clinick Baptiſm, that is, 
of thoſe that they were Baptized on their Sick and Death-beds; 


* 


* 


«< themſelves at any time ſurpriz'd with a dangerous or a mort 
£ 


Sickneſs, and nor dafing to paſs into the other World withour 


8 


their earneſt deſire to be baptiz d, which was accordingly done, 
1 4 

Ul 2 2p; “ were called Clinici, becauſe ir 7 Kain Barn waver, Baptiz'd as they 
o. P:& lay along in the Bed. To this cuſtom of Clinick Baptiſm, ſome 


e not improbably think the Apoſile has reference in that famous 


it is meant of 


pondent unto which are che Two Parts 


unto Sin, and riſing again unto Newneſs of Life; in order 


* „ tiſm by Faſting and Prayer. In ſome Places, particularly the Church- 
wan Ecel. Lib. tes of Theſſaly, Eaſter was the only time for Baptiſm, (as Socrate: 


tied, and the Day whereon he roſe again, did fitlieſt correſpond | 


18 Lay, that theſe were the Two fixed times of Baptiſm, I do not 
Di. But pray reſolve me fully; was it not the practice of thoſe 


" ES a there was (lays he) a neceſſity (as in cafe of Sickneſs and dan- I 
| e any other rime;- for finding BY 


e this Badge of their Initiation into Chriſt, they preſently ſignified 


as well as the circumſtances of a Sick- bed would permit. Theſe - 


« Catechumens 


| © Catechumens;, who being ſuddenly ſurpriz'd with Death would be 
„ baptiz'd, that ſo their Sins being remitted in Baptiſm they might 
e go hence under the hope of that Eternal Life which avails Good 
„ Men after Death, and teſtifie their belief and expectation of their 
cc future happy Reſurrection : Others think, it may refer to the place 
se of. Baptiſm, thoſe who are Baptiz d di rexpaiy over the Graves, 
. or Sepulchres of the Dead, it being an Antient and General Cu- 
XZ < ſtom to have their Religious Meetings, and to perform their Pub- 
“ lick Exerciſes at the Tombs of the Martyrs; there being numerous 
4. inſtances in the Acts of the Martyrs, of ſuch as were Baptiz d in 
ec the Cæmiteria over the Monuments of the Dead. 989 4 
Diſſ. Ithank you heartily for your pains in giving me that Author's. 
'® ſenſe of that obſcure Text. But let me proceed in my Objections. 
Ch. I beg your patience one Minute, till I give you the: ſenſe of 
that Place from a later, and not ſo voluminous an Author. | | 
®F Diff. Pray what may the Title of that Author be? | 
Ch. It is the Rehearlal. | . | RS 
X . Diff. Away with it; *ris a Penny, and for ought I know, a Paltry 
Paper too; for I am of Mr. Ber. Hoadly's Mind, I never . 
with ſuch petite Authors; and beſides it has none of the beſt of Cha- 
racters amongſt Diſſenters. | 3 5 
Ch. Lam of opinion what you ſay is true; for ſome will not conde-' 
ſcend ſo ſar as to give it a reading; others more complying, are ſiruck 
dumb at its admirable way of Argumentation; in ſhort, let Mr. Hoadly 
ſay what he will of it, I am ſure, more diſcerning Authors, and Men df 
XZ ſounder judgment do value that Paper more than all the London and 
Hartford Aſſes Sermons of Mr. Hoadly's, and let his Brother of Sa- 
litbury be put into the Scale too; there's no depoſing Doctrine, no re- 
bellious Maxims of State, no Republican Schemes of Government, 
no poyſonous Antimonarchical Poſitions: In ſhort, tis true ſtandard 
Divinity, and will bear the Touchſtone. N i 
D.,. Your mighty Character of that Paper has ſet me agog, you 
may give me his opinion upon that Text, why are they then Bap- 
| tiz'd for the Dead; and I ſhall with the greateſt diligence attend. 
Ch. Come on then, my Friend, your own Induſtry and God's Bleſ- 
= ſing on the means may make you a Convert. Speaking on that Text 
that wonderful and great Author has theſe Words „ That this was Kebearſ. 1. 
= © ſpoke of Chriſt is plain from the Five Firſt Verſes, which ſpeak of Vol. 222. 
| © Chriſt's putting all Enemies under his Feet, and that the laſt Enemy — 
that ſhall be deſtroyed is Death. Whence St. Paul inferr'd, that 
if Chriſt has not overcome, but on the contrary Death has deſtroy d 
„him, then he is Dead ſtill, and then what ſhall they do who are 
-* Baptiz'd for the Dead, &c. And as to the Expteſſipn of being 
A355 25259) 21: 4 et „ 
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 <'bemg Baptiz'd into Chriſt, and into bis Death; thut ie, znto he 
4 Faith in him, and in tris Death. Which is being B 

nscwe foffer for him, and dye for him, chat is if 
chat as he died fo he roſe again, and now liverh for | 
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"rt Was no more 


aptiz d fer him 
Faith in dim, 
be Baprized' for him, or 


held believeth not, why ſhould they 


wh «ifaffer for him? Which is the very next Words to thoſe beſore quo- 
* , 30." Why fard we in Feopardy every Hour, &c. Tis in vain ei- 
ee 0 n eve tour, &c. | 1 
eter to be Baptized vr fuffer for him, if he is Dead and no more 
Tin Being; which they muſt think who bekeve no Reſurrection f 
"= the Dead. And tfrus being Baptized into Chriſt is being Baprized Þ 


Why are they then Baptized for the Dend ? Then follows 


eto the Faith of the Refurrection of the Dead. — Thus He. 


. Ene ft well, and am ſo far convinced, that I ſhall always at- 
tend that Amthor's Motions, and frequently converfe with his Wvi- 


tings. But let me proceed. 
Ch. With all my 3 go on.— 


is no danger in the Word) is this 
Children are not robe Bapriz'd at Ho 
them ſo to do. 
neceffity'; is not a Relation, a fond 


, but when need ſhallcompel 


apt to believe, it may 
exfliry ? 

Ch. The Perſon appointed. : 

* Dif. 1 warrant you that's che Man that the Biſhop appoints ; you 
muſt find berter Authority before I ſhallembrace it. t 


Ch. You are mighty nice, methinks, not to accept of him appoint- 
| e Perſon we ſtile Biſhop, either by Himſelf or 
Council, has in all Ages of Chriſtianity down to our own Times, had 
power to make Laws Eccleſiaſtical, and Canons for the good of the 
Church. The Church without a Biſhop (who is the Center of Unity) 
is a Monſter, a Body without a Head. Well then, ſinee you reſuſe 
| that of the Civil State ? 
Shall that oblige you? For tis a grounded Maxim, that Leges #duma- 
b obligant conſcientiam, that is, Human Laws tye the Conſcience ; 


ed by the Biſhop. 


urch Authority, will you accept 


we are obliged to ſubjection to fuch Laws, provided they run in 
Eounter to the Divine. 28 3 | 
- Dif, This is ſomewhat indeed. To the point if you pleaſe. 

Ch. Sooher, Tbelieve, then you'llcare ſo r. 


Df. As how, my Friend, for I long to have this ſcorer unlocked. 


your Rubrick (as you gall it, 1 wiſh there 
ich 1 object againſt ; viz, that 


Now I would fain know who is to be judge of chis 
| ; other, an indulgent Granny, 
or a ſuperſtitious Goſſip? This Word, Need, is very comprehenſive ; | 
tis a very Trojan Horfe; tis full ef pointed Arguments; and Iam 

afford ſuch mighty Pleas as are not ſo eaſil7 
fer alice: But pray in the Firſt Place who's to be judge of that Ne- 


2 a} ad — po — yd  }. 


"TCP 


-* Oh; To eaſe you of your pain then; you may remember char'F + 

gave you to underſtand by way of wad, that our Publick Litur - 

gr was confrm'd by AQ Ie Pa Parliament; and fo tis err Diviae : 

0. Statute Law: I believe you are ham er d. | 
Di. Why truly, Laws made by our ſelves, I mean, our Repre- 

4 NY fraracives have a mighty: _ and Idare not oppoſe: them; but vhere 


halt 1 fd ir? 1385 
3. ©. In = Book I gave you, to which are prefixed the Acts of uni- 8 
1 formity; 1 pray conſult it at your leaſure. T \ 
Di. Thar on my Word Pit do; but who is judge of this neceſfry, 
1 as appointed by Ack of Parliament? 

1 Ch. Read over one Clauſe of the aforecited Rubrick 3 you'll ſoon 
find, Fhope, your own conviction. 
4 Dif. Reads, — „ Unleſs upon a great and e whe 
approved by the Curate; and alſo they ſhall warn them, that with= 
„ out like great cauſe or neceſſity they procure not thein Children to 
be Baptized at Home, but when need ſhall eompel them ſo. to do. 
05. How ſtand you affected, my Friend, are you convinced? 
== Dif. My Mouth is ſtopped by an AR of Parliament, and J. «uſt 
not, I dare not oppoſe it; but methinks, there's Non-ſenſe in that 
Y Lecter in thoſe Words | have read; and 'tis a . me that lo. 
| grave an Aſſembly ſhould be impoſed « on. 

Ch. As How | pray? | 

Diff. In theſe Words, —— Approv'd by the Curate, and 8 
FH They, Curate is not Grammar, and cannot be reconciled ro Ins 
4 {Reaton. Is this your Rubrick ? 
0. This is according to the Integrity of Dee arguing, to con- 
found, and mix, whar ought to be leparated. If you had confulted 
both the Forms 'of Adminiſtration of Baptiſm you would have been 
, right: Approved by rhe Curate belongs to the Publick Form: The 
; i Word they belongs to the Private; ſo then, they relates tothe whole 
Je“ of the Clergy, as is apparent ro any indifferent and unprejudie'd | 
Eye. Rarely + ed 3 * al lea a Vliftaks, 
= Dif. I may thank you for it, for you o me into. e 

* 8 Rubrieks. ; - 

That I did not to confound butconfute yow: 4 laikehook-beck 
tog Her, thinking, that you would not take ſo much pains, as to 
3 the Book. in che private Form you have theſe Words, The 
Curates of every Pariſh, &c. Now I hope, Qurases and they are 
not falſe Grammar : You plainly now ſee what becoines. of your Cite 
ticiſm. Tis a fad thing to ſer up wethout a Stocke— 
Di. No Reflection, Friend, as you love me. We have Socks af 
Learning, Stocks of 

=  &. You need nor have ſtopped, but 1 gvels at yo: meaging. ue 
then 
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tten upon the upſhot, no Friend or Relation, no Goſſip or God- 
= father, no other Perſon whatſoever is the Judge appointed by Rubricck 

and Parliament, to cenſure the neceſſity ; tis the Curate, and he on- 

ly, that is the ſole Judge. 1 5 


+? N 
N 4. 


Dif. I am ſatisfied, and thanks to you for clearing up this Diſfi- _ 


cult y; bur permit me for the ſake of others to draw up what may 


be offered, as Pleas for Home-Baptiſm (Caſes of Sickneſs excepred). 


But before 1 proceed, whilſt I have it in my Mind, let me ask you a 


Queſtion : Since the Members of your Church ſeem to be reſtrained 
to bring their Children to the Church on Sundays or Holidays, to be 


Baptized; Now my Queſtion is, cannot I have my Child Baptized at 


the Church on any Week - Day? 8 
Ch. You, and Yours, are always raiſing of Scruples where there is 


no juſt ground for any; our Church does not abſolutely tie up its 
| ay ſee, if you'll be pleaſed to 
conſult rhe Rubrick : It only ſays tis moſt convenient; and at the. 
end of that there are theſe Words, Nevertheleſs (if neceſſity fo re- 


Members to Feſtivals only, as you 


quire) Children may be Baptiz'd upon any other Day. 
Diſſ. But who is fudge of that Neceſſity? | 


Ch. The Curate no doubt. 


- Dif. Suppoſe then, that he'll refuſe to gratifie my Deſire to Bap- 
tize my Child at any time of a Private Day; for 1 love privacy, and 
cannot endure to appear at the Head of a Female Regiment. 

Ch. I believe he can't gratifie your Requeſt, for he is as much tied 
to Rules as others. Baptiſm ought to be Adminiſter'd always after 


the Second Leſſon, which ſuppoſes the reading of the Publick Pray- 


ers. . | | | | 

Diſſ. Now you are out, I am ſure; your Rubrick ſays, it muſt be 
left to the judgment of the Curate, as appears from theſe Words, 
as the Curate by his diſcretion ſhall 979 — F 
Ch. If I am in a Miſtake, *cis my happineſs that 1 have ſo kind a 
Corrector ; for *tis the glory of a Man ro mend upon Admonition ; 
Humanum eſt errare is a known Maxim; I don't pretend to Infalli- 
biliry; and all that do are ſhamefully baffled. You cannot think upon 


Second Thoughts, that tis left to the diſcretion of the Curate to Bap- | 
tize when no Publick Prayers are: No, that's too grofs for a Man of | 
your Parts to conceive, but it ſhall be left to his diſcretion whether 


he'll do it either at Morning or Evening Service. 


Diſſ. Why really as you ſay, it ſeems to look chat way, and for 


ought I know, that may be the intention of the Church: 1 have done 


_ with my Queſtion and ſhall now proceed. I promiſed you a Liſt of 
- the Pleas for Home-Baptiſm in caſe of Health; and I have it here; 


and to ſhew my Civility it is at your ſervice. 


.» Ch. You are mighty obliging, and there's no doubt but that it car- 


5 . i 
av; * | ries 


| ries conviction and all before it, being the Sum, Marrow, and Sub- 
{tance of Squadrons. _ eo; 6% TP 


Diſſ. Banter on at your pleaſure ; for all you are ſo jocund, you 
may have both time and leature ro repent. Poſt Gaudium Luttus.—— 
Ch. That's notable indeed; but, Good Sir, as you are great be 
' merciful ; and if I ſhould be ready to fink under the weight of your 
Reaſons, you'll be willing I hope to lend a helping Hand to a falling 
Diſſ. That I ſhall conſider of: But to begin ——The Firſt Plea for 
Houſę-Baptiſm is Poverty; Poor Perſons (God help them) are always 
the Objects of Contempt, and they have nothing to fence themſelves 
from it; they are loth to expoſe themſelves to the Inſults and Jeers, 
and bitter Reflections of the Rich and Great Ones; and they will be 
confounded if they appear before their Betters; and therefore we 
think it is moſt convenient to Baptize their Children at home. 
©. Ch, Convenient; I thought I had convinc'd you upon the Point of 
Conveniency, and that you was not the proper Judge of that; but to 
let that paſs. Now I ſhall ſet about and anſwer your Firſt Plea for 
Houſe-Baptiſm, and that is Poverty. When Duty and Religion com- 
mands, tis mighty ſtrange to ſet up Poverty againſt them. God 
looks at the Heart and not at the Habit; Our Bleſſed Lord ſtiles them 
Members of his Kingdome that are poor, and poor in Spirit. Now 5 
what greater ſhame is it for the Poor to appear in the Houſe of God Mat. 5. 2. 
with their Children, to be Enrolled and made Members of the Ca- Luke 6. 20. 
tholick Church, then for themſelves to repair thither on thoſe Days? 
The Church has appointed to offer up their Prayers and Praiſes to al 
Gracious God and a Merciful Saviour, and to 3 from his Subſti- 
tutes, the Clergy eſtabliſſ'd, their Duty to God and their Neigh- 
bours. That it is ſo I do not doubt but that they are already con- 
vinc'd ; and as to Baptiſm in the Church that's as eaſily ſhewn. 1 
would know the Reaſon, why the Baptiſterium or Font is plac'd at 
the lower End of the Church? Nothing elſe can be meant, but that 
Baptiſm is the entrance into the Chrii:ian Church, and that place is 
appointed for the ſolemnization of ir. The Chriſtian Church (ſince 
Churches were built) has always thought ſo, as is apparent from the 
Records of the Catholick Church. Now I would ask, what Grounds 
or Reaſons are there for Contempt or Reflections? Now provided 
the Poor were attack'd with the Scoffing Artillery of the profane 
= Rich Man. Matt that be a Reaſon for the Poor Man's neglect of his 
Duty to God and the Church. The bleſſed Virgin (none more poor) 
offer d our bleſſed Lord in the Temple; and ſhall our Poor be aſham'd 
to follow 10 good an Example. Beſides, the great inconveniency in 
Baprizing Children ar Home (except upon the caſe of utmoſt ne- 
ceſſity) ought to be a motive to bring them to Church; for other- 
| wiſe 


" _— 
. 


wiſe tis a contempt upon that Sacrament ; for how undecent is it to 
adminiſter Baptiſm in a Room, where not only the Lying - in- Woman 
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is, but Where there is Smoaking, Profane and Idle Talking, Por- © 


boyling, Jack-going, Eating and Drinking, and the Cup always mov- 


ing; and it looks more like a Synagogue and Chappel of Satan, than 
a Place conſecrated for Pious and Divine Uſes: tis a mighty fault in 
the Clergy to condeſcend; and *monfrous in the Laity to requeſt ; 
and tis not my Opinion only but the Opinion of the Catholick Church, 


that that ill Cuſtom ſhould be laid afide. And -now I think I have 


fairly anſwered your ſirſt Plea, which was Poverty; I have ſhewed 
it to be an empty nothing; be pleated to proceed, 
Dil. The Second Plea for Houſe-Baptiſm is State and Pride; Rich 
Perſons will be attended, and I ſee no reaſon but that they ſhould ; 
and 4 fic volo, ſic Fubeo is a knock-down Argument, and their plea- 
{ſure is not to be diſputed ; to carry their Children to Church they 


think, as I do, is ſuch a mean condeſcenſion, that they will never _ 


conſent to or comply with. What! methinks I hear them ſay, is 


there no difference betwixt the Rich and Mighty, and the ſtrowling 


Mendicant. Believe me, Sir, I have ſome grande- folk, that will 
oblige tke Miniſter to come home, that they might have au oppor- 
runity of ſhewing their ſtately Tables of Plate, and other Rich Fur- 


niture; be ſo kind as to give me your Thoughts upon this Plea; I 


think it defervesa Conſideration, =—— e 

Ch. This whole and tedious Plea is as you ſay very well founded 
on State and Ambition, and has nothing in it of folid Argument ; 
bur give me leave to ask you lome Queſtions, and you'll ſee the folly 
of it. Are not the Rich, as well as the Poor, Members of Chriſt's 
Church ? If they are, are not they obliged to follow the Rules and 
Canons of the Governours of that Church? Have they got a diſpenſa- 
tion from our Superiours to have their Children Baptiz'd ar Home? 
I would feign know, who can grant ſuch a favour. 1 believe my Lords 
the Biſhops, tho great Men, cannot do it; I never heard they could; 
all the power, I know, that the Church has granted, is only to thoſe 
poor weak Infants, and that in the utmoſt Neceſſity, and greateſt 
danger of Death. This Plea is like whipt Cream, all Froth, and no 


Argument, and in ſhort to put an end to't; if Rich Perſons deſign 


and ſtrike at an Intereſt in the other World, they Firſt muſt be made 
Members of Chriit's Church here on Earth, and that Entrance muſt 

be made by Baptilm; and that Baptiſm (except in Caſes of utmoſt 
extremity, as our Church directs) mult be Adminiſtred at Church at 

ſuch a time when, tis preſum'd, the Congregation will be greateſt: 
But enough of this. Be pleaſed to proceed to ſomewhat elſe, 

- Difſ. A Third Plea for Houſe-Baptifm is the diſtance of place from 

the Church. Some Pariſhes in England are vaſtly great in Circuit; 

95 0 . | {ome 


dent to Baptize the Infant at Home. . 


3 
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tis a mighty hardſhip to be obliged to carry the poor Babe to the 
Church. . I think, when ſuch a circumſtance occurs; *tis moſt pru- 


F 


ch. But Sir 1 think otherwiſe, and the reaſonableneſs of my 


Thoughts ſhall be at your ſervice. 


” 


Di. Be ſo kind and free, as to communicate them to me, and 1 
ſhall take it as a mighty favour; for I know ſome Dark-Lanthorn 
Gentlemen, that hug themſelves with their own darling Notions, 
and the World is ne'r the better for them; but I do not account you 
of that Number. | „ EL. 
Ch, No Compliments, I beſeech you; but to the matter in hand, 
and to ſhew-the unreatonableneſs of yonr lait Plea, viz. diſtance of 
place from the Church; I believe there are ſuch vaſt large Pariſhes, 


Tome Thirty Miles] fome Twenty,” Wwe Ten; Ge. In Wel n Ub = 


as in Lancaſhire, and elſewhere. What then! What's that to the 


purpoſe. Give me leave to ask you a few Queſtions: Are there no 
Chappels of Eaſe in thoſe Pariſhes? As I have reaſon to believe there 
are; if there be, I am apt to think, that the furtheſt Houle in any 
Pariſh may be within Three or Four Miles either of Church or Chap- 
pel. If ſo, where's than the hardſhip ? I believe you, the Objector, 
would carry your weak, very young, Infant from Tork ro Weſt min- 
ſter, to be Enrolled upon the certainty of inheriting a good Eitate up- 
on ſuch a condition propoſed ; and wont you do that for a Spiritual 
and Eternal Conſideration? Lay your Hand on your Heart, —— Be- 
ſides, this Plea is not univerſal ; "tis confin'd only to ſome few Caſes. 
What's this Plea to thoſe that are very near the Church, and at moſt _ 


are not far from it. This Plea as to them is ſo very ridiculous, that 


I think, ſome People cannot have the hardineſs to inſiſt on't; and TI 
think, 'tis high time to diſmiſs it. Go on, Good Sir. 

. Dif. Well then; the next Plea is very conſiderable, and of ſuch 
weight and power, that it carries dread in its very Countenance: I 
ſaid this that you might prepare your ſelf, for I am almoſt perſwaded, 
that *rwill put you upon the careen, if not totally overiet-you. I 
wiſh you well, and from my Heart good ſucceſs to you. | 


1 


| FLY | 
Ch. Dear Sir be ſo kind as not to keep me in ſuſpence, and upon 
* tenter 3 'tis not Kind to fink me with the very thoughts of a Tem- 
. 1 8 5 
x Diſſ. To put you out of your pain then. There's an Act of Par- 
liament againſt you, commonly called The Act of liberty of Conſci- 
- ence, a The Att of Toleration. Take care of your Stops leſt ydu be 
cruſhed by the weight of the Queen and Parliament, This Act, you. 
muſt know, was made in the Reign of Glorious William for the cale 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters. But to the Point in Hand; if a Perfon can- 
not perſwade the Church-Miniſter to come home to his Houſe to 
| | . 0 Baptize 
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pure bis lafant, 1 would propoſe to ſend for one of the diſſenting 
_— n and he would e that Chriſt ian Office; and I 1 
mute the Act of Parliament would bear him out. 
Cb. I beg of you not to be ſo aſſuming; ne'r fear my courage; 
be afford Ii, and. the Brunt, I muſt tell you, that J have juſt now 
read over the Act of the Firſt of William and Mary, and 'tis under 
my Hand; and the Tirle its ſelf deſtroyes your Plea:; it runs thus, 
An Act for exempting their Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, diſſenting. 
from the Church of England, from the Penalties of certain Laws, With 
all the Eyes | have 1 have read the Act, and cannot find any thing 
that looks like a ſhadow to countenance your Plea, Does it follow, _ 
el ſome certain Perſons are exempted from ſome Penal Laws, and 
have Liberty, (and a ſtrange one too) of leaving the Church of 
England to repair to a Conventicle for Religious Worſhip. Does it 
follow, I ſay, that the Preachers of thoſe Conventicles have a right 
to baptize Infants of Church-Members at their Houſes; tis boldneſs 
to attempt; and *tis Theft to do it; and 'tis highly reaſonable, that 
the Law ſhould cure the Inſolence of ſuch Intruder,  Befides, I do 
not find by the Act, that they have any right to Baptize their own 
Children either at Home or Conventicle ; rhe firſt I am ſure is true; 
and the latter as likely to be true; if you inſiſt upon it, that your 
. Teachers have a right to diſpenſe Chriſtian Baptiſm, either at Houſe 
or Conventicle, (tis but another Name for the ſame thing) I would 
have it plainly prov'd from that unaccountable Act of Indulgence. 
Beſides Sir, you are mightily beſides che Cuſhion, if they had a right 
= to give Baptiſm (I would not call it Chriſtian, till they prove them- 
ee Lay ap felves Miniſters impower'd by Chriſt to confer Chriſtian n in 
n Invalid. their Conventicles; tis a miſerable no» ſequitur to lay, that they have 
the ſame right to do it at Home, But ſuppoſe the worſe, that ſome 
Petriſh and Whimſical Perſon fhould be fo unaccountable in his 
practice againit Church-Pcinciples, as to fend for One of theſe 
Non-commiltion'd Preachers to Baprize his Child < ſuppoſe this 
Child ſhouid go only with that Baptiſm (ſhall 1 call it) into the other 
4 World? Suppole that Baptiſm is not True or Valid, as I verily 
3 believe it is not; what fore Puniſhment hangs over the Head of that 
= obſtinate Parent, I am loth to ſay; and what Hazards that poer In- 
fant runs, I am as unwilling to declare; therefore, it highly behoves 


all Men to procure regular Baptiſm, both in reſpect of the authorized 
Miniſter, and alſo in regard to the place of Baptiſm. Enough, I be- 
live, you may think too much upon the laſt Plea ; 1 confeſs my zeal 
for the true Adminiſtration of Chriſtian Bapriſm has carried me be- 

you my Firſt Intention, which I hope you'll eafily pardon ; be ſo 
ind as to go 8 „ : | 


Dig. You 


to the nexr Plea. 1 5 
ve been warm indeed; but I fhall not diſpute your 
ii e Suppoſitions, 


_ 


Child is weak, and the Weather may be cold; as we find it is ſome- 


times; as to give an initance in this long and preſent Winter; what 


a cruelty muſt it be to the poor Infant to be expoſed to the cold blaſt 


of the Northern Winds, and to the rigour of Snow and Froſty Wea- 


ther; is it not more prudent to baptize the tender Infant at Home, 


than to run ſuch Hazards to carry it to Church. Lam fure I ſhould: 


not do it. N 25 n | 

Ch. You mean, if I take, you right, you will not truſt Providence 
with your Child; is not God abie and willing to preſerve it from:the 
danger you alledged; and muſt you always be finding out means, con: 
trary to his diſpenſations? Will you be wiſer than God, or the Go- 


vernours of his Church? Bur ſuppoſe the Child be weak, than keep 


it till *tis ſtronger and better able to bear the Weather. 


Difſ. Now I have taken you in the Net that I laid for you, for your 
Common Prayer lays, as alledged before, that Baptiſm is to be deferr'd 
no longer than the Firſt or Second Sunday next after the Birth, What 


7 


ſay you tot ? 


Ch. Tis a quibble and nothing elſe. Prudence and Religion, if the- 
Child be ſick and ill, will dictate an adjourment, till a better Seaſon; 


but if there is danger of Death in prolpect, our Church has prudent- 


* . 


ly provided a Form of Private Baptiſin, and the Child muſt be brought See 1 


to the Church after wards to be received into the Congregation; Days, m of B. 


ſignifie nothing; and if the Child dies during ſuch illneſs, it undoubt- 571 1 x 


edly goes to Happineſs. Have you any thing elle to alledge in behalf Bapriſu.” | 


Months, and Years, ſuppoſing the Child continues dangerouſly ill 


of Houle-bapritm ?. 


| Diff. T have one more Plea for it, but I confeſs, ther's no great 


weight in it, and tis this; Godfathers or Relations have ſome Rea- 
tons to themſelves, that they will not be perſwaded to accompany the 


Infant to the Publick Place of Worſhip ; I confeſs this Plea does not 
carry that force, with ſome of che former, with it. | Bur. give me. 


your Thoughts. 


Ch, That I will moſt freely, and a few Words will diſpell this va- 
pour of a Plea, for tis nothing elſe. Some Godfathers wont com- 
ply,. therefore chuſe others. Some Relations will not go to Church, 
then let them ſtay at Home. Mult our regular Conkitytions bend 
and comply with the whim of a Goſſip, or Godfather? Muſt the . 
Clergy be obliged by a ſervile Condition to truckle to the Capricio's 
of brain-fick People? No, let the Clergy ſtand their Ground, and 


leave the Event to God. | . 
Dif But the Ghild may loſe a Peice of Plate, or a State in Rever- 
ſion, if the Father does not comply. 5 Boe 


” 
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Suppofitions; Lll leave that to fome body elſe; and proceed to ble. 
next Plea. Fifthly then, Another Plea is the danger of Health; the 
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e. Likbughbahe Point 
mur good may come of it; to which St. Paul has aſſign'd a fore Pu- 
mnmiſhment; we are told that Obedience is better than Sacrifice, eſpe- 
* _ cially chan the Sacrifice of Fools. Muſt Men be pleaſed in their Fan- 
dies, and the Governours of Chriſt's Church be ſlighted and neglect- 
ed ? Muſt we upon the proſpect of Temporal Gain ſtand in Rebellion 
again cke Rubrick, Canons, and Conſtitutions of Holy Church. To 
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comply with the Orders of Chriſt's Church, and poſtpone all Tem- 


Ciryihere, but we ſeek one to come. Give me but leave to ſtand and 
wonder that you, Sir, who is a Difſenter, ſhould be ſo forward, to 


you know as much as I upon this Point, *cwould ſlack your dili- 
gence) but tis in this as in other things, as I have often told you: 
Tou Difenters ſeem to be mighty Oppoſers of the Church of Rome, 
Aud wreconcileable Enemies to the Pope and jeſuits. But to ſpeak 
te truth tis otherwiſe, for you really are the chiefeſt Movers of the 

Wheels of the Roman Chariot. And to give you ſeveral Inſtances ; 


lia Hiſt: of relſiſting, depoling, and murdering Kings and Queens roo, came 
eb out of rhe Pope's Budget. You are mighty Enemies to Yi Jeapacy 
1 8 Pin pa is the only regular Government of Chriſt's Church) and all 
ee Rebear- the Ar 
en * —.— Laynex in the Council of Trent; you are all ſtiff Aſſertors of 
ent. abfolute prædeſtination; yet this rel iron 

Hexlia' Pe- You all and one ſay, that Princes have their ſole power of Governing 
pace to the Life from the People; and this very Doctrine is held and maintained by 
£4 Kd Feſuits, and other Romaniſts; and in the Point of receiving the Holy 
made One, Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, you are mightily afraid (even to 


| * Which is the very poſture of the Roman Pontifex when he receives. 
ECommunion, 

you (tho” in Scerland, I confels, tis now otherwiſe, where they'll 
let a Child die rather than give it Houſe-baptiſm, nay more than that, 


of d Prayerand Sermon is ended, and a Child, tho' in Church, died 


than Pa$aniſm) ſome of you, I fay, are ſtiff Aſſertors of Houſe-Bap - 
tiſm, tho this unaccountable practice Had its Original from Rome. 


Dif. 


would terminate there; muſt; we do evil 


put am end therefore to this Plea, and all other at preſent. Let us 


peoral ſntereſt to that which is Eternal; for we have no continuing 


= 5 make uſe of this and all the aforeſaid Pleas for Houfe-Bapriſm ; did 


hi Jou feem to be mighty Lovers of the Queen, and yet you are for 
ge: Two Sticks the” power of Coercion, depoſition, and down-right murdering of 
wage One, 0: Rings, as is plain from your Actions towards the Queen's Royal 
: * Grancfather King Charles the Martyr, and this damnable Doctrine 


guments againſt it, you ſteal from the Oration of the Learned 


Doctrine came from Rome 


= Superſtition) of Popery, and Adoration of the Elements, beczuſe 
See tbe Ku- our Church commands Kneeling, and therefore you'll receive ſitting, 


Bur to come to our Point in Hand, which is Hoùſe-Baptiſm, ſome of 


they will nor do it even in their Aſſemblies, till the long-winded ſtu. 


without Baptiſm, as is proved from a late inſtance ; Oh Cruelty worſe 
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33 D if. Not to diſpute now all your Particulars, (for that will tak & e 5 : 15 TI 
up more time, than I can now afford, "for T muit haiten to the Come 
pany that waits for me,) if you can prove your laſt Point, Elf give 3 
up all the reſt, and become your Convert. e 9 


Ch. By God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, l hope I ſhall be able to ner 
that, and withall, ſhall account it the greateſt Happineſs of my Life, _,_ 
that I have reduced a ſtraying Sheep into Chriſt's Fold; and have \ . 
brought you into Light that fare in Darkneſs and Shadow of Deat n. 


Diſſ. Begin then, for J am in pain till I ſee it proved. © | - 
Ch. Here's the Reverend Mr Malls admirable and unanſwerable 1 


Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm; and in the 133 Page he has theſe Words. 
« This (meaning the Cuſtom of Houſe-Baptiſm) was firſt granted; See the Pre © 
« as a Priviledge of Kings, or Kings Sons, as appears from the De- face. 
« cretals of Clement the Fifth, and by the Council of Cologn, where ze lived in © 
ce ir is Ordained, that none but they ſhould be Baptiz'd at Home. the Twelfth 2 
Afterwards it came, I ſuppoſe, to be allowed to Noble-men, and fo Ce. 
to other Rich Men. From which excellent Quotation I muſt | 
obſerve theſe things; that this Practice of Houſe-Baptiſm began about 
the Twelfth or Thirteenth Century, when the Chriſtian Church was 
{adly over-run with Superſtition and Popery, From our Saviour's 
Incarnation down to Pope Clement the Fifth, there was no manner of 
mention of ſuch practice. Dr Cave in his Primitive Chriſtianity, as oo 
quoted by Mr Strong Page the Fifth obſerves, that this folemn'Atis 4 
on was perform'd in any place where there was Water, as Juin by 
Martyr tells us, in Ponds, or Lakes, at Springs or Rivers, as Ter- 
tullian ſpeaks, bur always as near as might be te the Place of their 
Publick Aſſemblies, for it was ſeldome done without the preſence of 
the Congregation, and that for very good reaſon; both as*ris a prin- 
cipal Act of Religious Worſhip, as tis the iniriating©f Perſons into 
the Church, which therefore ought to be as Publick as ir could, that 
to the whole Congregation might be Spectators and Witneſſes of that 
Profeſſion and Engagement, which the Perſon Bapriz'd then took up- 
on him, and this they ſo zealouſly kept to that the Trullian Conil! 
(Can. 59.) allows not Baptiſm to be Atminitter'd in a private hape 
pel, but only in the publick Churches, puniſhes the Penſans dend. _ 
ing, if Clergy with Depoſition, if Laity with Excommunicawon. Pi. CI i, 
You fee, it owes its Original to a Pope, who lived in the dark Age 1 Part P. 312. 
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of the Church : Next I obſerve, twas an Indulgence only to Kings, 1 
cr Kings Sons; and what's that to every ones deſiring it now, be he | 1 


eich or Poor; you lee Sir, you have out-done your Original, Laſt- 
ly, I muſt oblerve that prudent Caution the Reverend Author gives 
the Clergy - © This ſhould teach the Clergy to take care, how they 
make any beginning of breaking that Rule of Scripture given A 
* $;, James againſt any reſpect of Perſons to be fhewn in Churt>,, _ 
= of — a : k 5 3 C: 2. 15, 7, 1 
i matters 0 
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ners; for if you once begin, | there's no ſtop to be made after- _— - 
oi“ wards.. Therefore the Synod of Aix determined, that no Curate, 7 .- 
© 2435. or other Prieſt ſhould, under pain of Excommunication, go to any '$ _ 
be gouſe, not even of a Nobleman, to Adminiſter Baptiſm, except | 


oh 
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4 Bop. 1 « in Cale of Neceſſity; and that no caſe ſhouldebe taken to be of 
1 Neceſſity, but when the Child's Life is in danger. You lee now, 
= khat the Gallican Church has condemned the Practice of Houle-Bap- * 
rw. Miniſt. tiſm; as alſo the Third Council of Conffantinople did not only con- 4 
| of B. Bap. de mn Houſe-Baptiſm, but even that in Oratories; This Council was 
.o. held Anno Chriſti 680. Another Council held 845, decreed, that 
= Conc. Mel- no Prieſt ſhould preſume to baptize any where, but in the Baptiſmal 
r. Ti. Churches, and at the Times appointed, unleſs in caſe of Sickneſs, or 
_—_ extream Necellity. The Lutheran and Calviniſt are againſt it; nay, -* 
EE . more than the Scottiſh Kirk do over: rigorouſly oppoſe it. Some Diſſen- 
=: - ters in England are againſt it; in ſhort, both Romaniſt and Reformed, - 
for the main are not for it. Now you plainly ſee, what Enemies you 
| have gain'd by your Pleas for Houſe-Baptiſm; you almoſt ſtand alone, 
and tis impolſible to maintain your Argument againſt fo many Ad- 
verſaries; you had better quit your Pleas and come over to us of the 
Church, and Il promiſe, you'll find a kind Reception. 1 
Di. I muſt confeſs that I am convinc'd : 1 beg of you to give me 
leave to withdraw, for I muſt haſten to my Company : I'll lay all the 
ſtrength of your Anſwers to my Pleas before them, and who knows, 


but that I may by Gog's Bleſſing ſo prevail with them, as to oblige 
3 them to bring the Child to Church tobe Baptiz'd, as ir ought to be.” 
= ; Ch, God's Bleſſing go along with you; and to his holy protection 1 
| _ commit you. AS FIC I He Wk 
' Difſ. 1 give you hearty thanks for your good Wiſhes and Prayers 
for me: Adieu, and the Lord be with you. | On 
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Reflections on ſome Paſſages of Doctor Woodward*s 
Sermon, Preach at St. Mary-White-Chappel, on 
| February the 17th, 17c,, Addreſs d to him in a 

: Reverend Sir, | „„ 75S = 5 La 
N this Lent-ſeaſon, I have enjoyned my felf a Pennance, anda 


— —_ 
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very ſevere one too, if well conſider'd, and that was, to read“, ⁵ 
| over twice, your Dull, Inſpir'd, and Bear-Garden ('tis your 
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oon Thought, dear Doctor) like Jargon of a Sermon; I wonder, See Sn. 57 
Sir, how du could foes your Modell far, ag to dense (l wal 9 
*F. mnotcall it Preaching) ſuch a, what ſhall Tall it, in the Pulpit of one A 
Hf che brighteſt Preachers, and cloſeſt Arguers of the Age; your | 
ſtrain is vaitly wide, and different from him; and if there be any 
truth and reality in that fatal diſtinction of High and Low; the Latter, 
Sir, is your Lot and Portion, I am apt to think, that you receive the ſame 
thanks from his diſcerning Congregation, and he. did from yours: I 
dare fay, you was not requeſted to appear in Print from any of his 
People, for then undoubredly we ſhould have a formal Epiſtle to lead 
up the Van; but if any did 'twas only to make you more ridiculous, 
if that can well be; for truly, Sir, *tis in my Thoughts (and others \.. 
think ſo beſides my ſelf, Jam not ſingular) fo mean a performance, 
that I was amazed to find, that you was ſo hardy, as to venture fo de- 
liver ſuch Traih in ſuch an Auditory; ir would have been tollerable 
at Poplar, but by no means allowable at the other Place; be aſſured, 
they are not uſed to ſuch a courſe, mean, and ſordid Fare; for the 
Doctor prepares his Entertainments after the niceſt Method; and 
Good Language (a thing you are a mighty ſtranger to) clole arguing, 
and Diſcourſes every way becoming a Learned Divine, as he is, is his 
. conſtant practice; for he is not wont to raiſe the Aﬀections, but with 
cogent Arguments to convince the Judgment, not to ſatyrize Mo- 
narchs and Crowned Heads, but to teach his People that grand Duty 
of Subjection, not to encourage thoſe damnable Doctrines of Coer- 
cion, and depoſing Princes, but to inſtruct them to pay Reverence, i 
and Obedience to the Higher Power, for ſo St. Paul has taußht him, Ro. 13. 1.273% 
be they good or bad. Tis needleſs to ſay any more of him for his N 
_ own Works praiſe him in the Gate. e 3 
At this time, Good Doctor, give me leave to make a few Reflecti- 
ons on {ome Paſſages of your Late, Thin, and Warer-gruel perfor⸗ 
mance; tis true, it does not deſerve that Honour, and I may be juſt- 
ly blamed by ſome, by taking any notice at all of it, for tome ſay, 
*ris only fir for Grocers, and Paſtry-Cooks; but I have reaſon for what 
I ſhall do, and 'tis this, that the World may know, with what inſo- 
lency you ulually treat Majeſty and Crowned Heads in your Sordid | 
and Scoundrell way, that much better becomes a Billing ſgate Porter 
than # Divine of the Church of England. What did 1 fay, a Divine ? 
of the Church of England, pardon that Expreſſion, for it was out be- 
fore l was aware. Had I not ſeen your Name with a D. D. at the 
End, I ſhould have taken it for a Rhaplody of Daniel Burgeſs, or 
ſome other of that Order of looſe Orators, for its very Strain fliews it 
to be true Conyerfficle-Divinity, and perhaps you learned it there, 
ſometimes honouring them with your Company, for Oxford knows. 
no ſuch Principles; it is more natural to the Cloak than Gown, Tis 
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de the be of Churches have: corrupt and gangreen'd Members, 
== which, for tlie preſervation; of the, Church, ſhould. be rather cut off 
than ſuffer'd to continue. They are mere Excreſcences and Wenns, 
andi{s far from being Emoluments, that they are rather a deformity 
Tour Text is this, /. 14. 16, 17. They that ſee thee ſhall, xarrowly 
| look nen thee and conſider thee, faying, is this the Man that made the 
Earth to tremble? That did ſhake Kingdoms ? That made the World a 
Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed the Cities thereof? That opened not the Houſe 
r d ot ate. 
=» _ © Now Doctor to ſhew your Eloquence you begin with grand Ty- 
kant and Oppreſſor, Babyloniſh Bigotry, &c. Not only the Perſon in 
DG the Text but alſo the Pope muſt be called the Spiritual Babylon, and: 
the French King is the mighty. Champion of his evil Cauſe. et 
Have you the Gift of Prophecy ſince your converſation with the 
French Prophets? And are you 5 that the Prophet ſtruck at him 
When he ſays, is this the Man that made the Earth to tremble ? Can 
you prove it from this Prophecy or the Revelations? Great Men have 
erred, and ſo I believe, does the Doctor. Tis dangerous to be poſi. 
tive. Are not the Emperor, King of Spain, Duke of Savey, and all 
the Italian Princes mighty Champions of Popery, and its evil Caule : 
But they muſt be 4 over in ſilence, becauſe in confederacy with 
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us. Now think, if the Pope is Spiritual Babylon (for tis not gene- 
rally agreed amongſt the Learned that he is; I am ſure Grotius is of 
another Opinion) I am ſure all the Princes in his Cauſe are mighty 
Champions. for Popery, but to let that paſs. You ſeem Sir to be in 
a Wood, and cannot fix upon the Perſon that is meant in the Text; 
ris, you. ſay, either Sennacherib or Nebuchadnezzar, or Belſhazzar, 
and at laſt you quote Sanctius for the Firit, this ſhews your mighty 
Reading; but, Sir I find, you have been dabling in the Aſſemblies 
Annotations for your profound Learning; and for that rude Expreſſion 
of God's leading him (like a Bear) with a Hook in his Noſe; a Com- 
mentary very proper for Perſons of your Kidney.. I do not find, that 
the Prophet ſtrikes at the Authority of. Sennacherib, but at his Op- 
reſſioh, and Encroachments on his Neighbour. His Authority was 
Eom as St. Paul tells us, tho' he abuted it to the detriment of 
his Neighbours, as his Predeceſſor Nimrod did, who is ſtiled a mighty, 
Hunter before the Lord. Do not you think that God gave him right 
to his Poſſeſſions allotted him as he did to others, before he began to 
be a mighty One in the Earth. Good Doctor read Biſhop Patrick 
upon the place. But to make the Caſe more plain, every Doctor of 
Divinity is ſuppeſed to be a Prieſt, and to exerciſe his Sacerdotal _ 
Office in the place that God and the Church has allotted : Nowe if 
this Doctor encroaches on the Rights and Priviledges of * 
| 5 „ | | bouring 


bouring Clergy, he ought to be led (like. a Bear) wich. a Hock in his 
Noſe to be baited and derided by . thoſe who had been robb'd and pil=> 7 
lag'd by him. In this Cafe I do not believe the Man loſes his Prieſt- 
[yg Sacerdotal Office, but only that he extends it too far; this is 
e very caſe of the Biſhop of Rome, as to his pretenſions of una. 
countable Supremacy over all Biſhops of the Catholick Church. And |} 
if this be Spiritual Babylon, ſome others beſides the Pope have a pre- 
tence to it, and in time may prove mighty Champions for this, or any 
other evil Cauſe. Sir you know whereabouts 1 am, and I need not, P. 3. 
to a perſon of your extended capacity, apply any more Words. Inn 
another place you have thele Words; We may very ſafely, yea very. P. 7. 
uſefully apply the Fall of this great Oppreſſor in the Text to.other Princes 
who tread in his Steps. I hey may vaunt themſelves and trouble the World 
a while as he did, and they will as ſurely fall But when the perſan 
you ſtrike at is the Oldeſt Prince in Chriſtendome, and that you call 
his long, very long Reign a —while, Are you with the ſcandalous 
Scribler Tutchin, for poyſoning, dethroning or cutting the Throat of 
that Prince. All do believe, that he has extended his pretenſions tae 
far, and has unjuſtly encroached on his Neighbours. But yet I be- 
lieve, he has as juſt a right to his Crown. as any Prince in Chriſten- - 
dome. I think with you, that that Monarch ought to be reduced ts 
his Antient Bounds; but what's that to his Fall as you word it. But 
you go on. Hs this He that was ſtiled the Immortal and Invincible Hero, 
who turned a, Multitude of Towns and Cities into ruinous Heaps by hit 
Armies and Incendiaries; and made whole Countries . a common. Field 
of Blood? Bad indeed. But did the French King's Armies rifle the 
Monuments of the Dead in Heidelburg, as you once aſſerted in one of 
your Preachments. Ask my Lord Feverſham and he'll tell you more 
of the matter: I am told, that Noble Lord wrote to Marſhal Lorgr 
his Brother, who then commanded on the Rhine, and he wrote back, 
that upon his Honour it was a falſe and ſcandalous Lye. Where are 
you now Sir? This is like your other ungrounded Story of Sir Al- 
thony Dean. ls the Pulpit, that was deſigned to be the place of God's 
Truth, become a place of Slander and Lying. But to go on; when ys 
he who chained down many good and excellent Men in his Gallies and P. 7. 
Dungeons, and never loved to open the Doors to ſuch Perſons, ſhall not be | 
able to find Captives enough to exchange for his own Subjects, nor ſo much 
as for his Prime Officers carried Captive into Foreign Lands. This is 
worſe and worle ; and now there's. a neceſſity for your falling, as the 
Doctor has propheſied. But are you ſure that the caſe is fo bad with 
the French King? Then Hey Boys up go We! ls your intelligence 
undoubred : | am afraid, you depend too much upon the French Re- 
fugee :- You. are too, too apt to vent his fanſiful Stories for Truth in 
the Pulpit. I dare lay you are out of 1 computation: And as — 
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the prime Officers; there's another Reaſon that you know of, why 
„ ee to let that paſſs. 


9 


1 - 2 


In another place you Have theſe Words; For the Prince is Gods Mi- 


niſter to Men fot their Good: So far vou are right. And therefore, 
no Tyranny, nor Oppreſſion can ſhelter it ſelf under the Plea of Divine 
Right.” It has manifeſtly another Author, whom we find mentioned, v. 12. 
to wit, the proud and cruel Lucifer. I hen Sir by your Divinity all- 
Wicked princes have their Authority from the Devil. You never 
learned this Divinity at Oxford, you never read this in our Homilies, 
Which are Statute Law, and confirm'd by Act of Parliament St. Paul 
never taught you this peſtilent Doctrine; for he ſays there is no pow- 
er but of God; he was ſubject to a Nero, let Hoadly and all the Com- 
mon-wealch-Men ſay what they pleaſe. to the contrary. Pray Doctor 
be perſwaded to read the Rehearfats, and Fou, if you are not hard- 
And ſince my Hand is in, and 
am in the humour of giving good advice; pray read the Hiſtory of 
Paſſive Obedience, in which you'll find on what bottom that Doctrine 
ſtands, for be aſſu red, it is founded on a Rock which is jeſus Chriſt, 


who paid Tribute to Ceſar, and patiently ſuffered under one of his: 
r ũ⏑ „ ²˙ ! ROT 
The famous Story of the Three Children being thrown into the 
frery Furnace is a flagrant Teſtimony for Paſſive Obedience. Read. 
the Third of Daniel, and there we do not find them railing at King- , 
Nebichadnezzar for his cruel Decree, à ſevere Edict you call it, thar's: 
Wit, and ſtrikes at the French King; but on the contrary they are 
calm, decent, and reſpectfol in their behaviour to the Aſſyrian Mo- 
narch ; their very Words breath out Piety and Goodneſs. We are 
not care ful to anſwer thee O Nebuchadnezzar in this matter; if it be ſo, 
onr God, whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us from the burning fiery Fur 
nuce, and he will deliver us ont of thy Hand, O King. — Now Sir, had 
they ſpoke in your Dialect they would have called him a Thoutand- 
Names, Oppreſſor, Profligate Perſon, Diſturber of the peace of the 


World, Proud Man, great Idolater, Grand Perſecutor, and what not. 


They never thought of ſuch Expreſfions, but calmly and quietly ſub- 
mitted, and left the Event to God that did deliver them out of the 
Furnace, and from the Wrath of the King, and it turned both to their 
Eternal and Temporal Advantage; for thus we read, that be made 
another Decree, that no body ſhould ſpeak againſt the God of Iſrael 
at their utmoſt peril : And then he promoted the Three Holy Children 
to be Governours in the Province. This was the fruit of their Paſſive 


Obedience. 


Speaking of the unparallell'd bounty of Queen Anne to the Engliſh | 
Clergy you have theſe Words, With what a ſurpaſſing Munificence has 


He given a perpetual Teſtimony of her Royal Compaſſion to the Miniſters of 


ou 


our Church. This Word Miniſter like the Trojan Horſe is full of dan- 


- 
— 


© Deborah that ſtood up againſt an uſurping Siſera. The Eſther that freed. 
her Country from Ueſtruttion, The Tomyris that gave. a Blood-thirſty 
Cyrus his fill of Bloo!. The Elizabeth that broke the Plan of Univerſal 


garden expreſſion) upon the French King; In the Fifth Page, (Oh: 


ſpring of Heatheviſm, may and do put in for't. 


for to tell you the truth, Sir | am e'n tired with your fulſome Haran- 


will direct his Ways, and: he ſhall build my City, and 
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ger, it ſmells of Latitudinarianiſm; it comprehends all pretended Teach-. A 
ers; the Word Clergy would look better and found with a better 2 


Grace, It would diſtinguiſh the Clergy from Schiſmaticks and Here. "2 | 


ticks, for they all pretend to be Miniſters of Chriſt. Then the Word 
Church is too general a term, for all forts of Proteſtants pretend to- i 
have a right in that Word; for who knows or can tell what you mean ; * 
by thoſe ambiguous Words, our Church, for ought I know ; the Preſ- 
byterians, Independants, Anabaptiſts, nay the very Quakers, the Off- 

| R been well 
if the Word Eitabliſh'd; or according to the. Thirty Nine Articles, 
had been inſerted: But to let that pais and draw towards a concluſion, 


gue, and therefore I ſhall make but one Reflection more, and then 
put an end to both our Troubles. Speaking of the Queen are theſe 
Words; She that put a Muzzle on the Mouth of the Devourer, — he P. 


Monarchy, — This ſhews your mighty reading, Good Doctor, and 

your Two-Penny Cuſtomers will efteem you a Non-fuch ; Bleſs me, 

ſays One, our Gracious Queen Anne is a. Deborah, an Eſther, a Tomy= 

ris, an Elizabeth, and what not. But J have reaſon to think, that her 

Majelty will not con you thanks for calling her Fomyrzs, for this Wo- : 

man Was for an. Arbitrary, Government, and her Will was a Law; | 
Beſides, , the Hiſtorian ſecs a Brand on her, cum hac exprobatione cru- See Tuſtine- | 
delitatis, Satia, te Sanguine quem ſitiſti, cujusq; inſatiabilis ſemper fuiſti. Lib. 2. C 8. 


By your Expreſſion one would apr to think, that our Queen, had in . 


Perſon given the. French Ring, a total overthrow, and had retürn'd- 

Home with his Head in her Hand: Beſides, this Cyrus had his Autho- 

rity from God, and is not fo bad a Man as you would make the World 

believe. God by his Prophet ſaith, That He, that is Cyrus, is m g. 44. 

Shepherd and ſhall perform all my Pleaſiu e, even ſaying to Jeruſalem 5 

thou ſhalt be baitt, and to the Temple thy Foundation [hall be laid: Thus 

faith the Lord to his Anointed, to Cyrus whoſe Right Hand Ihave holden G. 45. 1. 

to ſubdue Nations, &c. I have raiſed him up. in on ln of OY 
f 
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ſhall let 90 my. 2 Cbro. 36. 
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Captives not for Price nor Reward. Now Doctor, if your. intention 22> | 


n e 5 re , 
was to maul the French King by this Character, . mult, tell vou that 


you miſs d your Aim. 
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One or Two Queſtions more and Thave done. Where do you red 


that $ ſera was an Ulurper? And how come you to be ſo complaiſant. 


to the Queen, as to employ her Majeſty to put a Mpzzle (a Bear- 
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for it ; there's many fine Strokes of Rherorick, and ſome Truths 
in it ; bur Good Doctor I mult tell you, that many Expreſſions 


might have been very well omitted, or at leaſt might have been more 

_ {oft without that Rancour and Bitterneſs which here and there are 
- roo vilible in it; I dare ſay you will not be angry with me if I touch 
them tenderly ; if I aſſert that preferment is at the botromof your Eu- 
logies, T am ture I ſhall not miſs the Mark. Some Men make Religion 
a mere ſtalking Horfe ; and the utmoſt deſign of all the glorious Cha- 


Cacters given to their Superiours is Preferment; to Court, Fawn, and 


Flatter, ro raiſe a Man's Fortune in the World is ſo an unaccountable a 
Thing that for my Heart I cannot give it its proper Title; and let me 
tell you, Doctor, that ſome Men would make court to Lucifer himſelf, 
| get Preferment by it; Oh Horrid ! O Unnatural !_ 
Tris your own Phraſe, Page 14. | „ » 


were they ſure to 


AWordtoDs:Lamb upon bis late Thankſgiving-Sermon, 
5 2 'Preach'd at 35; Dunſtan's in the Eaſt, March the 


have read your Sermon this Morning, April the iſt, and chank you 


Your Title is this, 4 Good Prince never forgotten. No nor a Bad 


.. "One neither: A Richard the Third, or an Oliver Cromwell makes as 
deep Impreſſions in Man's Memory as the moſt virtuous Prince that 


ever wore the Crown. © s 


Your Text is taken out of the 45th Pſalm, v. 17. The Words are 


oo 
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You ſtütable, Sir, at the very Threſhold, and are as ignorant of the | 
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theſe; I will make thy Name to be remembred in all Generations, theres. 
A «;f 
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Jou ate Doctor. Page 6. This Pſalm, ſays you then, we find i = trium- = 
 phant Song in praiſe of bi Rh 1 
 Ceſſton to the Throne, with expreſſions of his ſatisfa&ions of 'all proſperity 
' | . Good Do Y 
Learned, and to go beyond the Readings and Jnquiies of others; i! 
baue con{ulred Dr. Hammond and others, that are not an inch in Learn- = 
ing behind. you; I wiſh I could fay that you had the 100 part of it. 3 
Ihe Words of Dr. Hammond are theſe ; The 45th Pſalm, ſays he, Ham. on te * 


tary, has theſe Words: A Song of Loves, that is, of the: Love berwigt 


"os an. Epithalium or Marriage 2 7 


except the Reſtaurat ion of her Unkle and Father, who by the Godly Party were 


there was no thoughts of the Doctor; but Hiſtory would have rectiſied you; but 


that King was down-right Mad, even as Mad as the Doctor, who, Pages 13,14, 


erery thing. he does teſtifying a ſincere V. ertue, and unfeigned Piety, Love 10 the eſta- = 
- _ Hihbed Religion, conflancy of Devation, encouraging the Societies for Reformation of _ == 
= MAanuners, (I wiſh Doctor you was a Member ot that Society.) obtaining our Li- 
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Salomon (as you write the Word) apon hit Ac- 


octor from whence: had you this diſcovery : This *tis to be 


45 thought to-be an Epuhalamium or Marriage- Song, upon the Nuptials of 45 Pal u. * 
Solomon aud King Pharaoh's Danghtor, (but is withal myſtically, and in Res. 
a moſt eminent manner applicable to Chriſt) compoſed in the Per ſon of MM 
ber Bride r © TEC SOS 
| The Aſſemblies Annotations, Dr. Woodward's delighted Commen= 7 
Solomon and Pharaoh's Danghter, Typifying the Love of Chriſt amd the 9 
Church, and they take it for granted, that this Pſalm was intended to him 1 


Good Sir, conſult Dr. Patric on the Place and you'll find his Opi- 1 
nion to be the fame; and now have given you the Thoughts of High . - 
and Low, and No Church upon this-Plalm. 4 75h — 
| Tueed, not expreſs the Analogy of Circumſtances, but in the main there could not ge ss 
be a more ants conf! ent, or expreſſions of great jo at the Inauguration of K. Salomon 8 oo 3 
(with an a) wen there was at the Coronation 25 Queen Anne. . | 
How comes the Coronation of Queen Aune (whom God preſerve) to be compar d 
with the Inauguration of Solomon upon the Day of her Acceſſion to the Crown. _ 
The exceſs of joy of all Orders of People, the-vaſt Congreſs of Nobility; Ee. Pe . 
5 


is but a courſe Compliment to the Memory of Immortal Milliam; tis 
to expreſs the Triumph of that Day. This ſeems to him that no joy to this Na- 
tion was ever like it: Yes Sir, (tho' with all due reſpect to her Majeity) I mult: 


banithed from their Native Country; and for more than Twelve Years were kept 
out of their Right by a a Mongrel Generation; *twas before your time, and then. 


enough of this. VVV 1297 Fa. ae = 
In Page the gth are theſe Words, He ſpeaking of Nebuchadnezzar makes 10:men- Page-08- 
tion at all of that God by whom Kings Reign. This is Orthodox indeed, and as long 
as the Queen continues in your favour *twill hold true with you; but if her Sa . © 
cred Majeſty ſhould reſtore Epiſcopacy in our Neighbour Nation, Which God grant, : 
then good night Mr. Doctor, and you'd fing another Tune. Then you talk of, 
that Kings Diſtraction according to the ſenſe of Expoſitors, which you as much s 
conſulted 1 ſuppoſe, as you did upon Solomon's Inauguration z why truly, I believe 


runs a Muck upon a quiet, religious, and harmleſs People. But no more of that; 


Tace is Lat in tor a Candle. | 2 „ 
The next is a glorious Paragraph indeed; and Doctor I con you thanks: In fge 18. 
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- = rel in all Parts and Corners of the Dominigns | 
__ -- God avert that Judgment; that hilft dur Church Mines with” a Li 
_ Ae nor be clouded at Home. Sis: 5 75 
3 Bur my next Remark will be upon a cquel paſſage indeed, a Lam re BY 
- there is no more truth in it, than there is horeſty in the Doctor. But alas, rler 
17 are too mam amongſt us who- boaft o of chai being the meſt' zealous Proteſtants, ord 
. alcandalous Word, put for it Reformed) and the better. and more ptere part? of our 
Church too (where? sthat Doctbr ?) who 2 themſelves to Ball. pee. 1 
EE + horrid, falſe, and ſcandalous; and intimates, as if all the Non-Furors viere ſts "0 
=  _ and Roman Catholicks, (that 15particuſer univerſal) Oh wiſe Doctor! You ought 1 
= ro ſtand corrected for this 9 of cruelty, not only to ruine their States and 4 
„ 2 Families, but alſo to make the World believe that they'll damn their Souls; ther 
©: DT Have loſt all their preferment for the ſake of a good Conſcience, and you Sir, and 
| i þ not only you, will lote your Soul And a Good Conſcience to get Preferment ; 
1 Ro od may it do you. Turn to the 22d Page of your Elaborate Sermon and 
if Nevis. you tt find the Truth of what I ſay, and a fullome Character muſt make ſome 
See The 7 176 ameuds for being Chaplain to his Grace 44 
iY of 17 ane Tac in the humour Sir of asking Queſtions; and you muſt not think 1 it hard if 1 
b e of you to anſwer them; I muſt tell you that all ĩs not Gold that 
gliiters ; 1 os good togive you the Engliſh Adage, becaute I woutd not pu- 
2 Jour. Lea Fence was. Did not you lately i in à certain Church, r 
up the Higb-fer to the Skie and declare for them ; but you think unce, that their 
ee is ſinking, (but I believe you are miſtaken, and I have reaſon to think 0 
and therefore you are no more a Tackey but a Tacker-about, and now you are all over 
ax Moderation in the ſcandalous ſenſe of that good Word. I find; that you are 


*. _  _ of a verſatile Nature, and to. gain your ſord id Ends which js referent 
1 IRS -whick perhaps you'll mifs of as you deſerve, and fo do all pthers of 1 ou 1 Do, 
-. _ __.atiug temper. Theſe Words were tfuly ſpoke ola Man of. foceration, l ADs 4 
Is -Re-caur, and Re-re-cant again; and this Character fits you to a Hat... Did ner 
1 - you at Chelmsford give your Vote for the Tackers ? And do not you na in ive g 
** on A _. panties; um counter? Is it not your and your Brothers conſtant practice to ö 


talk a 
3 155 he Mie sgainſt them? Did not Vou or He make Application tothe SINK 
— . : = aud did not ine (and that deſervedly) throw by your Pretentions -with Scorn and?- 
= - Indignation? Do not you talk at St. Mary Maudlin's to pleate more the Nei 
8 Boats than to preach tlie Goſpel with Truth and Sinceriry? Do net you make 
application to ſuch and ſuck great Ones, and all to gain your Diana, vis. Preſer :- 
ment ? Now conſider of theſe Queſtions, and ruminate on them be adviſed £0; 1 
act honeſily, and depend ſolely on D.vine Providence; and God in, his due. time, Bat 
Will provide for you. Leave off thoſe ſord id Practices 3 which become. of Mag, — 
Wet: of 2 but really are a ſcandal to the Habit you Wear: If. you'll ker 100 . 5 75 
3 DE h thet. things in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, by;God?s Grace. you'l.cervane 
3 "x etter Mind, & for the obtaining whereof I ſhall conitantly.offer.up.for y 3 1 5 
3 others of your Claſs my humble Petitions to Almighty God our "Rexventy. Fache. Sh 
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One Word of Advice to you. and I have done, and that ſhall be i in the: Wor 1 
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